
along with the various interest 
groups.  
 
Can I remind everyone that if 
they spot anything suspicious 

then report it to SEPA on the 
pollution hotline immediately 
0800 807060 and drop Fen Howi-
eson the details and heôll take it 
forward with his FDSFB hat on.  
We have raised 3 incidents with 
SEPA so far this year, with one 
resolved and the other two in 

hand, but not an issue. 
 

Finally I would like to thank the 

committee for all their hard work 

this year.  

Tight lines 

Hamish Barrie 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank all of those 
members who made it out on the 
opening day of the season, and a 
huge thanks to Mike and Jane 
Harle who organised the bacon 

rolls, it was very cold (snowing)
and they were greatly appreci-
ated. 
 
Spring has sprung and what an 
opening few days we had. 5 
Salmon being reported caught at 
the start of the season does indeed 

bode well for the coming year. 
The combination of cold weather 
and lots of water are clearly hav-
ing their beneficial effects on the 
fish. I would like to commend all 
anglers for returning fish safely 
back to the river, a great example 
of sportsmanship and vision in 

light of the recent Association(s) 
of Salmon Fishery Boardôs an-
nouncement.  
 
The Outings Secretary has organ-
ised some great outings for this 
year and I hope as many of you as 
possible sign up. It makes it a lot 

more fun if there is a real compe-
tition to the event. Scott has 
worked hard on the events this 
year with both Loch Tay and 
Faskally being fully booked, so 
remember and get your notes of 
interest in quickly for the rest. 
Details for all the events are on 
the website. 

 
Work parties have now been 
pretty well standardised and re-
minders are posted on the web-
site, so again, you only need to 
attend one or two a year, but it 
would be really good to meet you 
all. We usually have a BBQ and a 

few ñspecialò coffees to reward 
the workers, what more could a 
man ask for! 
 

I would like to thank Pete Hill, 
our former Vice Chairman, who 
has kept up the kick sampling 
along the river, keeping an excel-
lent record of the invertebrates. 

New signs have been ordered for 
beat 3 and should hopefully be 
erected shortly.  There is also a 
new beat 3 map that should help 
you with the un-named pools, 
access and parking. So give beat 
3 a try, the feedback so far tells 
us there are some great fishing up 

there, however the access needs 
some work! 
 
As announced at the AGM we 
now have, in the club, representa-
tion on the Forth Salmon District 
Fishery Board (FDSFB). Fen 
Howieson accepted the position 

at the start of the season and my 
conversations with him thus far 
have been enlightening and the 
club as a whole will benefit from 
the information and skills heôll 
gain.   
 
The River Forth Fisheries Trust 

was formed and gained charitable 
status during the Spring this year.   
We are already working along-
side the Trust on the ñBarriers to 
Fish Migrationò with the West 
Lothian Catchment Group, which 
appears to be gaining momentum 
and directly regarding the Union 
Canal lade at Almondell, both of 

these should deliver an immediate 
impact on the River. 
 
The formation of the Trust and its 
high level Catchment Manage-
ment Plan will benefit the entire 
district and we have already fed 
into the plan, with the various 

studies we have commissioned 
over the years.  Weôll work with 
the Trust on the production of a 
River Almond Management Plan 

Thatõs one òhugeó Toby ! 
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We all met on a driech Saturday 
morning at 6.15 am in Mac-
Donalds Car Park, Newbridge.  
We divided ourselves up into 
three cars, with one pair of 

anglers (a father and son 
combo) meeting us at the 
venue, Loch Tay Highland 
Lodges. 
 
On arrival, the conditions were 
favourable, although a slightly 
bigger wave would have been 

more advantageous and fun.  
Iôm sure the boats and out-
boards provided were up for the 
task in hand and couldnôt possi-
bly doubt their quality.  After 
tackling up we split up into the 
four boats, with expectations 
running high. 

 
My boat, after adjusting the 
trim to compensate for young 
Harryôs massive priest, (he may 
have misheard salmon for 
whale, but thankfully didnôt 
bring a harpoon) headed 
straight up to the hydro where 

reports of fish taken earlier in 
the week had occurred.  The 
others scattered with the same 
anticipation and enthusiasm, 
with us all dreaming of taking 
Miss Ballantineôs record of her 
hands, after all she has held the 
record since 1922 and her time 
must be up. 

 
Mill pond conditions followed 
with a persistent Scottish driz-
zle, but expectations were still 
high amongst the boats.  The 
occasional hoot of laughter 
could be heard coming from the 
various boats and the constant 

droan from one particular boat.  
I donôt think Neil realises sound 
carries so far in these windless 
conditions, but like all good 
outings we were left fully un-
derstanding what Graeme and 
Scott had to put up with all day.   
 

The morning session was over, 
all the boats returned for lunch, 
but no salmon! Adam, Jimmy 
and Chris revealed a brownie, 
which led to a number of dis-
cussion as to if it was a brownie 
or not, but one thing was for 
sure, it wasnôt a salmon and it 

wasnôt going to break any re-

cords.  We then covered of 
what tactics we had used, depth 
fished, lure type, colour and 
speed so the afternoon session 
was planned and lunch now 

consumed. 
 
We headed back out again, the 
disappointment of the morning 
session now behind us and the 
newly planned tactics raising 
expectations é but the fun was 
only just about to start! 

 
The wind picked up and 
quickly became a ñbrisk west-
erlyò, which gave us the wave 
we had desired, a couple or 
brownies were landed, with one 
quite amazing specimen, beau-
tifully marked and in great 

condition for that time of the 
year, but itôs the first time I 
have ever seen a fish with cot-
ton wool stuffed in itôs lugs.  
Neil seemed to believe this was 
the norm!  Colin and Alan also 
netted a brownie, which left my 
boat sitting on a blank and a 

severe slagging awaiting us.  
That picture was about to 
change, as one of the reels 
kicked into life, the ñFiretail 
Flying Cò had found itôs quarry 
é. the battle was immense, 
long deep runs, big leaps and 
lots and lots of head shaking, 
then it broke free (well thatôs 

how I saw it and Iôm the au-
thor!)   
 
This act of unselfishness helped 
raise the spirits, but unfortu-
nately the wind as well.  Life-
jackets were tightened and we 
made the distance between the 

boat and bank swim-able!  This 
22 mile wind tunnel looked 
rather more challenging, even 
to the most experienced of 
helmsman and we didnôt fancy 
the trip across the loch that a 
couple of the boats would have 
to make. 

 
Being on the right side of the 
loch we decided to continue 
fishing and what a result, that 
familiar sound of line being 
ripped from a reel and one of 
the rods bent double é. It took 
a few seconds to work out what 

had happened, but in the confu-

sion the fog cleared, Iôd hooked 
a 13 stone huddie é myself 
and the reel that sung was well 
and truly stuck on the bottom!  
Greg kindly cut the hook from 

my finger with pliers and 
grudgingly poured a semi-
decent malt over the open 
wound, acting as both an anti-
septic and anaesthetic!  Our 
boat was now beginning to 
represent a bobbing cork, and 
before a mutiny occurred a 

meeting was held with crew-
men, Mark, Greg, Harry and I 
and the joint decision was taken 
to head back to the harbour 
before conditions worsened.  
Every other boat had the same 
idea and we were all soon re-
united back on ñdry landò. 

 
After drying out and swapping 
tales it was time to bring our 
salmon-less trip to an enjoyable 
close.  Having been my first 
outing, the camaraderie and 
banter more than made up for 
the lack of salmon, everyone to 

a man (and boy) agreed that the 
outing had been a great success 
with everyone anticipating next 
years repeat offering from Scott 
Henderson. 
 
Millar Haxton Laing 

Loch Tay ñ Itõs not all about fish, itõs a fun day out. 
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A May River Almond 

Brownie, caught on a 

size 16 Blue Winged 

Olive on Beat 2, slightly 

upstream from Lennie 

Corner. 

ñCramond Angling 

Club, as featured in 

Fly Fishing and Fly 

Tying April 2007, 

written by John Pass 

and soon to appear in 

Total Flyfishing, 

alongside Crosswood 

written by Cliff 

Waters, featuring 

John Pass & Fen 

Howiesonò 

CAC Fly Tying Night at 

the Cramond Boat Club 

 

March 2009, hosted by 

Paul Buchanan. 

The fishermen return, 

Loch Tay 2009 



I have arranged six outings for 

2009, offering a great deal of 

variety, so hopefully there is 

something to suite everyone.   

I would like to thank everyone 

who has attended the outings we 

have had so far on, Loch Tay, 

Loch Faskally and by the time 

this newsletter has gone out the re

-arranged River Almond Compe-

tition (Henshelwood Trophy).  

Loch Tay and Faskally unfortu-

nately ended in a blank, we saw 

plenty of salmon, but didnôt con-

nect !  This didnôt dampen the 

spirits and the attendees enjoyed 

good days out. 

These Outing have been well 

attended so far, itôs a great way to 

meet the Committee, fellow 

members and enjoy the craic. 

There are three outing remaining, 

Crosswood Reservior (Tam Kerr 

Trophy), the River Earn and the 

River Tweed.  Weôve still to 

confirm the Tweed outing, which 

will be posted on the website etc 

once we have the confirmed date.  

The plan for Crosswood is to 

have a BBQ after the fishing 

(now a work party tradition), so 

bring some beers and food with 

you and the Committee will pre-

pare the food while your weigh-

ing in. 

The trophies will be presented at 

the AGM and hopefully for 2009 

weôll host a Junior Competition 

(Bill Thomson Trophy) on the 

River, but weôve still to arrange 

and pick a date. 

I hope to see some new members 

at the remaining outings and 

remember if you have any sug-

gestions for next year, drop me a 

note or give me a call 07748 

188364 or   

scott@fishcrosswood.co.uk  

7th JuneðRiver Almond 

5th SeptemberðCrosswood 

Reservior 

24th OctoberðRiver Earn 

NovemberðRiver Tweed (TBC) 

Tight Lines and Screaming Reels 

for 2009.  Scott Henderson 

same, £30.00 for Adults as 

agreed at the 2007 AGM and 

from 2009 there is a reduction 

of £5.00 for both current mem-

bers and new members who 

join prior to the 1st March.   

Concessions remain at £10.00 

and Juniors at £10.00 also. 

There were a couple of admini-

stration changes last year, so 

Once again Season Ticket sales 

have exceeded all our expecta-

tions, at the time of writing the 

club is now 212 strong, up from 

last years 186 members. 

The plan once again is to have 

the 2010 Season Tickets avail-

able at the AGM this year, so 

join early for 2010. The mem-

bership rate will remain the 

hopefully youôve received your 

Rules and Regulations, Beat 

Maps, Catch Return etc  If not 

please contact;-  

treasurer@fishalmond.co.uk.  

Fen Howieson, 4 Hillhouse 

Wynd, Kirknewton, West Lo-

thian EH27 8BU 

Outings Secretaryõs Report 

Treasurerõs Report 

Secretaryõs Report 

Sunday of each month have been 

very useful but we do need to get 

more people for the bigger jobs 

and we need to forward plan for 

them.  Bring your own for the 

bbq, or hope someone else brings 

too much!  We usually light a 

cooking fire at least!  Any riggers 

amongst the membership, Iôd 

appreciate your help! 

We need to install  new signs 

along the river bank at Beat Three 

and clear the pathways there.  

Our latest ñfreedom of informa-

tionò enquiry with SEPA regard-

ing the lade for abstraction of 

water from the Almond to the 

Union Canal at Almondell Coun-

try Park is ongoing.  

We continue to work closely with 

the Edinburgh Ranger David 

Kyles, who seems pleased with 

the Clubôs work.  The City of 

Edinburgh website carried a re-

port praising the work CAC has 

done along the banks of the Al-

mond. 

Should you need to contact the 

Club please send your emails to 

secretary@fishalmond.co.uk or 

contact me, Mike Harle, 47 Riv-

erside, Newbridge EH28 8SU 

2009 Season opened with a liba-

tion to the River Gods at 

Cramond Brig in a little early 

morning ceremony which in-

cluded hot bacon rolls and malt!  

We now have a mailing list of 

approximately 177 web members 

and 35 mail members.  We try to 

get the addresses right all the 

time, but sometimes a comma 

slips or an address simply doesnôt 

work. 

Day tickets are available from the 

Barnton Post Office and  

Craftye. 

The work parties on the third 
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Pete Hill checking the Kick 

Sample. 

Dowies Mill work party, 

May 2009 
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cellphone:07740407780. 

2009 Committee Members 

 

Chairman: Hamish Barrie, Vice 

Chairman: Andy Lindsay, Secre-

tary: Mike Harle, Treasurer: Fen 

Howieson, Outings Secretary: 

Scott Henderson, Members: John 

Kane, Adam Cross, Wan Ma-

hamood, Andrew Coulter, Dan 

Penman.   

Roger Steward left for RSA in 

February  and Millar Laing was 

then co-opted to fill his place.  

Aprils Kick Sample é 

only a couple of Olives 

then ! 

mailto:scott@crosswood.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@fishalmond.co.uk

