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Chairman's Update

As we approach the end of the

Special points of season I would like to reflect

interest: on how the club and the river
have performed over the year.

T Chairman's Update

_ _ Weat her wise |

T Junior Outings .
pretty strange year with a very

i Alion Crosswood warm dry spring, cold wet

1 Strange Fish in the summer and a warm dry au-

Almond tumn.. so what

like? Cold I suspect!

Fishing this year has been
very mixed, although the
catch returns
suspect that the Sea Trout
catches will be well down due
to the wet summer and I sus-
pect the Salmon catches to be
down as well due to a dry
October, well at the time of
writing anyway! Bring on the
rain, I had high hopes of
breaking last years figure of
24 salmon.

The club has never been
stronger membership wise, we
have a growing number of
Chairmanés1l Up d aenéor members and we have
more water under our stew-
agdship then ever before, with
the addition on the right bank
between the Grotto Bridge
and the Cramond Brig.

Inside this issue:

Secretaryd3 Rep

Junior Fun Day 3

Treasurer 63 Re pThanks to the dedication of

members of the committee I
can confidently say we really
are better organised which
really does make life that bit
easier for us all.

Strange fishinthe 4
Almond

The outings have been well

Page1 attended, to the point we have

to hold lotteries and I would
like to bring to your attention
the inaugural Bill Thomson
Junior fishing outing that we
ran, in conjunction with Al-
lendale Tarn Fishery, but |
will let Miller tell you what a
fabulous day was had.

Over the years Thavebeen b e OFElectro Fishing ai
approached on occasions, usu- Surveyingo6 € to gai
ally by gentleman of the older ter understandlnq about the
generation who remember the Almond and her fish.
river from a few years back,
who have said “Ilthere’s nae
fush in that river” or “that
weir nae gud, it does nay
werk”. Well following some
sterling work carried out by
SEPA and with a little assis- in the Cramond Boat Club on
tance from some of our com- Wednesday December 2nd
mittee members we can close,  at 7.30pm.
to a degree, these statements.

I will, as has become the
There are fish in the river, norm, be putting money be-
there are salmon and some- hind the bar for a beer or two,
how they are getting up the so there really |
weir at Cramonidot |t Oyothome.gol t°
into much more detail, but I the members and share stories
think we should be very confi- ~ Of fishing on the River Al-
dent that the river is sustaining ~mond.
fish of many varieties. Long
may it continue! One last thing and I know this

is early, i f you
I would like to remind all to the AGM, Thope you and
members that as we approach ~ your families have a very
the end of the season that merry Christmas and a Happy
ALL members need to send in ~ neW year! Bah humbug
their catch return forms even ) )
if it’s nil byTighthngs 14t h Novem-

ber to our Treasurer. And as
the winter nights draw in I
would like to invite you all to
our Annual General Meeting
which will, as usual, be held

Hamish
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Secretaryaos

Electro Fishing with
SEPA, a Salmon and
Brown Trout Parr, Sep-
tember 2009

Harry bends into an
Allendale rainbow trout
while fishing in the Jun-
ior Competition / Fun
Day.
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The best fishing day of the
year for me was 16" Sep-
tember. I spent the day with
the SEPA electro fishing
team and Fen on the River
Almond. They sampled
many Bullheads, one Stone
Roach, eight Salmon parr
and several juvenile Trout.

This is the first time SEPA  “
have found salmon in the
Almond and the first time
since 1985 that salmon have
been recorded; all samples
were between Cramond Brig
and the top of Beat 3 at
Kirkliston.

On the same day SEPA re-
trieved several eels for labo-
ratory purposes. I learned
that eels store toxins in their
body fat over the years. In
the laboratory the toxins can
be isolated, measured and
dated, giving an historical
record of contamination in
the water.

Thanks to Millar for organ-
ising a great day for the Jun-
iors. See the Cramond An-

gling Club members only €l

Forum (unofficial) http://
almondangling.ning.com for
photos and also his separate
report in this Newsletter.

Wh a't is a *

rocks (croy) was built by someone at Swans Is-
land by School Brae in Cramond. The purpose is
to create holding pools and divert water. This
one has since been removed in the same nefari-
ous manner as it was built. Why build it?

Why do our members build croys? No more

croys please,

breach of our leases and may one day cause us to

lose our fishing!

they're

Report

Club, as featured in
Fly Fishing and Fly

written

by

It’s hard to beat the smile
the Juniors' faces when they =~ The answer is simple, we
catch their first fish. Asitis  have to report our catches to
on anyone’ s i theFikheriesResearch Ser-
vices, which in turn pull
Thanks to the members — together a nice report on the
yes that’' s al dimmua2Shlthonand Seay ou a't
the last count — for putting Trout catches ? See the new
up with my ineptitude on the ~FDSFB and RFFT websites
email addresses sometimes. ~ where a copy of the report is
I really don'tostetant s ome
miscreant to phish your ad- www.fishforth.co.uk
dress.
However, this leads us to a
Annual General Meeting greater understanding about
Coming —yes! Several peo-  the health and sustainability
ple have stated they will of the fish stocks within the
stand again, Chair — Hamish, River Almond.
Secretary - Mike, Treasurer
- Fen, Outings - Scott, Web- ~ Why do we fish?
site Guru — Wan and Millar
is happy to stand as Vice The answer again is simple,
Chair. Come forward! Who  we all fish for different rea-
will run Cramond Angling sons, which are personal and
Club in 2020? Can you doit quite often vary amongst
better or differentlythanwe i ndi vi dual s, but
do? an excuse to get out and
about, meet people and en-
As I write 15 days to the end  joy the countryside.
of the (now Salmon & Sea
Trout Only) Season. I Tight Lines,
fished twice this year — nil Mike
return again! Should we
nclude “follows” and “l ost”
in the return?
Why do we need to submit
our returns?
croy” people ask me? This pil
ACramond Angl

again ‘?)}ing }3\6}"‘3‘2067,“ l es a

Joh
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Junior Day at Allendale

The Junior Competition/Fun
Day took place at Allendale on
Sunday 11" October. The
event was well attended with 8
juniors competing for the Bill
Thomson Trophy. The day
started at 10.30AM with one of
our members, Paul Buchanan
instructing the Junior Members
on casting techniques and eve-
ryone improved in the one hour
session. Paul is an accredited
SANA instructor and a very
valuable asset to any club.

At 11AM the serious business
of catching Rainbow Trout
began, conditions were bright
and blustery which did not help

the anglers. This did not deter
our members and everyone
adapted to the difficult condi-
tions. It was not long before
wet nets started to appear with
Matthew getting his first on the
main Tarn after half an hour
and the Cross brothers getting
in to fish on the same pond
about the same time. By 2PM
some of the guys had already
reached the bag limit of three
and were onto
|l ease”
practise while on the River)
which kept Adam, Scott and I
busy changing flies and tending
nets. The weather by this time
was | ike an

“

(someth

As time was called at 4PM
everyone had caught fish with
4 bag |imits
excellent result, putting the
adults to shame! At the weigh
in Aidan Cross produced the
heaviest bag and was duly
awarded the Trophy, which
was almost as big as him. No
one went away empty handed,
trophies, certificates and goody
bags were distributed to all
contestants.

The day was a great success
with thanks going to Paul, the
parents and Scott Henderson
for helping out, not to mention

Crosswood Outing (September 2009)

It was a horrible cold windy day at
Crosswood, what a day to of forgot
my jacket, thankfully Millar was on
hand to lend me one. Anyway we
all tackled up and had a good chat
and some of us did some slagging.
I't was all boat
55acre loch as no-one chose to fish
from the bank. Once we were out
the fleet moved about 3 metres and
parked over the stockies, unmis-
takably Scott was right on top of
where the fish were put in! A few
other boats scattered around doing a
few drifts here and there. It was
hard drifting with the wind so high
but was great fun when you got to
the end of your drift along the
edges of the loch where a lot of fish
were waiting for the food to come
floating down. Me and Millar
started off by drifting down the

Treasurer 0s

Once again Season Ticket sales
have exceeded all our expecta-
tions, at the time of writing the
club is now 244 strong, up from
last years 186 members.

The plan once again is to have
the 2010 Season Tickets avail-
able at the AGM this year, so
join early for 2010. The mem-
bership rate will remain the
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right hand bank, top to bottom. I
believe most people were fishing
lures but some boats were on the
traditionals including me and Mil-
lar. Millar picked up a brownie half
way down the drift and I managed

forie & kvdll.A aso hit a bovdwehieht t ’

turned my hopper like a salmon
head and tailing! All I felt was a
twitch on my line.

Meanwhile people had been catch-
ing at stockie
you want to cal

couple of other fish were picked off

during drifts. Our first bow to the
boat was
while. I heard aloud kind of shout, I
thought Millar had fallen in but it
turned out it was when the fish took
him. Lol. We made a few more
drifts and I was starting to feel the

same, £30.00 for Adults as
agreed at the 2007 AGM and
from 2009 there is a reduction
of £5.00 for both current mem-
bers and new members who
join prior to the 1st March.
Concessions remain at £10.00
and Juniors at £10.00 also.

We are now in the position
where we would like to close

from Mi

R

cold and struggled to fish for a lot
of the morning due to frozen hands,
After a while we moved to nearer
the boats and Millar hooked in to
one straight away. This time I really
thought he’ d
sisouted (like a kinda cry to let
everyone know he was in ha ha) By
lunch time a few of the stockie
bashers where bagged up and all
had caught at least a couple. After
lunch I tried some blobs around the
dam and had a bow which putup a
great fight. The odd fish were still
getting caught by other boats every-
where really. Me and Millar de-
cided to go down along the bottom
of the loch again and cast into the
edges where all the brownies were
waiting and we had great fun catch-
ing them.

eport

the membership at 250 per year,
so again join early to avoid
disappointment.

treasurer@fishalmond.co.uk.

Fen Howieson, 4 Hillhouse
Wynd, Kirknewton, West Lo-
thian EH27 8BU

John Pass for providing the
gifts. The juniors themselves
take great credit by showing

t immense dedication, willing-

ness to learn and persistence. [
am sure this event will be re-
peated next year with an addi-
tional event added if numbers
permit.

Millar Haxton Laing
Paul
Home: 01506 414616
Mobile: 07713 484001

Email:

paul.buchanan23@btinternet.co

m

I even tried dabbling my Invicta on

the surface and a brownie took it.

Great fun! Coming to the end of the
t he

day | tried
it, never can lol) and I had a pull

the day we all had a chat and most
people had bagged up then it was
time for the weigh in. It was close
but Adam snatched it and took the
trophy.

I enjoyed my day with one bow and
1 a a few browns and Millar ended up
€ with 2 bows and a few more

browns.
It was a good day had by all and I
think there was only a couple of

blanks which was good as the con-

ditions were tough.

Looking forward to next year. Mind

its international rules guys!
Ali Brodie (Junior Member)

CAC Junior Day Out

Buchanan's

cont a

bung

f a | | butstruck premature. At the end of 'y
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Fen Howieson

The Treasurer

4 Hillhouse Wynd,

Kirknewton

West Lothian

EH27 8BU

E-Mail: treasurer@fishalmond.co.uk

Chairman Hamish Barrie
E-Mail: hamish@fishalmond.co.uk

Vice Chairman

Secretary Mike Harle
E-Mail: secretary@fishalmond.co.uk

tate.

We aim to promote fishing on the River Alimond at a very af-
fordable price.

It is also the club's interest to maintain the river's general
health and well being. The club also runs some basic river-
bank maintenance to keep it clean and accessible, in part-
nership with the Edinburgh Ranger Service and Rosebery Es-

Please report pollution to SEPA on 0800 807060

Club Rules and membership details can be found at www.fishalmond.co.uk

Forth District Salmon Fishery's Board (Superintendent 07887 835549)

The well being of the River Almond, first and foremost.

Wedr e

on

t he Web |

www. f i s

& almondangling.ning.com (Unofficial Forum)

Strange Fish in the Almond

By John Kane

On a typical Autumnal day in October
about 30 years ago, | was fishing the
Waterfall Pool (it was allowed back
then), there were plenty of salmon
showing and Geordie Goodfellow had a
10 pound fresh-run salmon. Johnny
Cooper, one of the bailiffs then, pointed
to the quieter water in the pool and said
that a nice fish had just shown there. I
cast my bait and it was taken as it
dropped, I struck into the fish and what
I felt was not the weight or resistance of
an autumn salmon, but that of a much
smaller fish. AsIreeled in the fish I
couldn’t helop
brownie or finnock, but this turned out
to be no brown trout! The fish had col-
ouring that I had never seen before. It
was marbled green, with yellow mark-
ings and red spots. Some of the red
spots had a blue surround, and the fins
were coloured with a white line along
the edges.

I hastily made a rock pool in the river so
all three of us could have a good look at
this strange looking salmonid. Unfortu-
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nately, the fish, which was about a
pound in weight, did not make it. We
were all talking about what type of fish
it could be and how on earth it had
turned up in the Almond. I thought it
was a member of the Char family as it
had similar marking to char I had
caught in Loch Lubnaig.

I took the fish home and phoned the
Natural History Department at the Scot-
tish Museum in Chambers Street and
explained my story, and they asked me
to bring it in. I took the fish into the

t hi nlfusehm afd i@ JotthBy, GKoRlid anl

they coul dn’t
fish. They were sure it was not an Arc-
tic Char, but I agreed to leave the fish
with them while they worked out its
origin.

About a week later the Museum wrote
to me, they had identified the fish to be
a Brook Char. Not a Char as we have in
some of the glacial lochs, as Brook Char
are only to be found in one lake in the
Lake District and also a loch near Inver-

ness.

How the Brook Char came to be in
the Almond remains a mystery, we
made enquiries, thinking that it may
have been stocked by Scottish Water
in Crosswood Reservoir, only to be
told that they
wood with any char species.

The Museum requested my written
permission to retain the specimen,
which I duly gave and who knows

mo

hadn’

what happened to it, but it may still be

‘there. Char are salmonids too and
i m m e have the same productive systems as

other salmonids, so there may be
more in the Almond, although I have
never heard of any others being
caught ....... so far!

If anyone has ideas, comments or
questions please send them to the
Club Secretary.

/

t

he



