
year, but I leave my farewells 

for the next newsletter. 

 

Tight lines Hamish  

 

 

 

 

 

I was going to tell you what a 

great year the club has had so 

far; membership numbers 

good; fishing a little slow but 

picking up; good progress 

being made in the committee 

etc, but then it had to happen, 

another oil spill at Livingston! 

 

The River Almond is neither 

cursed nor unlucky.  This was 

deliberate vandalism.  We can 

only hope that the people who 

did this are given the right 

punishment. How this will 

affect the river this year is 

unknown, but rest assured that 

the committee have been tak-

ing steps via the Forth District 

Salmon Fishery Board to en-

sure that as much can be done 

to reduce the impact of this 

spill. The river is a hardy one 

and will quickly recover but 

itôs very sad when fish die 

because of mans foolishness. I 

suppose we should take heart 

at the poor folk of Louisiana 

USA where they too have 

been polluted by oil, but much 

worse. 

 

On to the matters that really 

help this club flourish.  I bring 

great news on improvements 

instigated by the dedicated 

committee members. We have 

increased junior membership 

as a result of the free member-

ship associated with an adult 

member, and I take this op-

portunity to welcome our new 

junior members.  Outings are 

once again being taken up 

eagerly, many now with a 

waiting list, so please ensure 

if you get a place that you pay 

for it quickly. The river bank 

maintenance work parties are 

as busy as ever with more and 

more jobs being done of the 

river. As always if you fancy 

some light Sunday work in 

good company please do get 

in contact, you will be warmly 

welcomed. I would like to 

thank the members for the 

increased catch and return 

rates that the club is seeing, its 

real credit to all who care and 

want to promote fishing.  

 

Of course many of you will 

have seen the new website 

that Wan, our dedicated and 

resourceful Administrator has 

developed.  Itôs brilliant.  

Thank you Wan. There is a 

new forum on the website.  I 

would encourage you all to 

sign up and get onto the forum 

so that you can discuss how 

the river is fishing with your 

fellow members. New mem-

bers can learn a lot from read-

ing the experience of veteran 

Almond Anglers, so why not 

have a go. 

 

One last note.  We now have 

two full bailiffs on the River 

Almond, so as always please 

ensure you always observe the 

laws and rules of the club.  

Carry your membership card 

and help the bailiff to ensure 

the river is fished responsibly. 

I have made it known to the 

committee that I will be stand-

ing down at the end of the 

Adam Cross safely releasing 

a salmon. 
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The season opened on a freez-

ing February morning with a 
dozen hardy souls braving the 

cold to entice a springer at the 

waterfall area. The salmon must 

have been tipped off and de-
cided not to bother turning up 

to the party and have more or 

less decided to keep a low pro-

file this season, as of yet we 
have had no confirmed reports 

of any being landed or even 

hooked in the opening months.  

The sea trout too have been 
scarce with only a few being 

landed and returned to date, the 

best being a brace from the 

same pool within  a couple of 
casts  by the same angler in 

April. They were there but 

catching them was a different 

matter. 
The combination of a cold win-

ter and distinct lack of water in 

late April early May probably 

hasnôt helped, but the Sea Trout 
were beginning to run in num-

bers by mid  May and there 

were a few caught in that 

month.  But alas, still no con-
firmed reports of any Salmon 

being landed and returned, this 

will hopefully change soon  

The trout season started in ear-
nest on the 18th of March but 

with the most severe winter we 

have seen in years any fish that 

were caught were in poor con-
dition. High and coloured water 

hampered fishing and on sev-

eral occasions water levels 

surpassed the +6ft mark and the 
river was in full spate.  Any 

trout that were caught were 

taken subsurface with the whole 

season seeming to be behind by 
at least a month. Regular olive 

hatches did not really occur 

until late April, early May, with 

evening rises of any note not 
occurring until the middle of 

May. Regular sport is now be-

ing had for the browns on all 

beats with nymphs probably 
being the best tactic when there 

is no surface action. The fish 

are now coming into condition 
and anglers catching 5/6 per 

session is not uncommon.  Not 

bad considering the cost of a 

season ticket.  
Although the early season fish-

ing has been slow to start there  

has been a lot going on with 

regards to river and bank main-
tenance.  Dowies fish ladder  

was cleared of debris on numer-

ous occasions  and the paths on 

bt2 strimmed to enable easier 
access.  Willow Island was 

given a trim in order to mini-

mise bank erosion. New C.A.C 

signage has been erected on bt 
3. Regular litter pick ups have 

also been carried out (30 bin 

bags thus far removed) and the 

litter hotspot at Cammo woods 
regularly cleared after the 

ñcampersò left a trail of devas-

tation. Tyres, bikes, logs and 

discarded tents have all been 
removed from the river on vari-

ous occasions. I would like to 

thank all those who give up 

their time to help on these ac-
tivities. Volunteers are always 

welcome and details can be 

found on the main 

www.fishalmond.co.uk web 
site under the heading ñWork 

Partiesò, updates and details are 

also featured on the memberôs 

forum.  
On May 24th the club organised 

an open session aimed at mem-

bers new to the river, the aim 

being to highlight the main runs 
and pools, discuss regular fish 

catching flies and have a social 

gathering to discuss general 

tactics and methods. In addition 
a kick sampling demonstration 

was carried out, invaluable 

when trying to ñmatch the 

hatchò. The event was well 
attended and deemed a success 

and if demand requires may be 

repeated in the months of June 

or July, details will be posted 
on the members forum.  Log 

onto (www.fishalmond.co.uk/

cac)and create an account using 

the ñRegisterò button, top left 
hand corner.)  
The coming summer months 

will I am sure produce great 

sport for the anglers who perse-
vere although conditions can 

often be challenging. I am con-

vinced our voluntary catch and 
release policy for Brown Trout 

(last year almost 97% returned) 

is now paying dividends with  

greater numbers showing in the 
main pools and runs. A big 

thank you should be extended 

to the members for helping to 

achieve this. I ask everyone to 
show the same restraint with 

our silver visitors.  I am sure we 

are now heading in the right 

direction in restoring the river 
to its former state.  

Hopefully we will get a decent 

Sea Trout run this year as the 

word is out that they are there 

in numbers in the Firth of Forth 

waiting to come up the rivers 

when levels permit .Evening 

sessions will obviously produce 

the best chance of contacting 

these fish and it would be nice 

to hear of a few being caught. 

We still have the back end 

Salmon run to look forward to 

and Salmon regularly enter the 

system although not in great 

numbers during the summer 

months.  Things as they say can 

only get better. 

Finally, I would like to remind 

members whilst fishing to carry 

their season tickets, and their 

guests to carry their day ticket. 

The river is being regularly 

patrolled by both C.A.C.  and 

F.D.S.F.B. bailiffs. It makes life 

so much easier for everyone 

and eliminates any potentially 

embarrassing situations.  

Millar H Laing 

Vice Chairmanõs Report 
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A May River Almond 

Brownie, caught on a 

size 16 Blue Winged 

Olive on Beat 2, slightly 

upstream from Lennie 

Corner. 

ñCramond Angling 

Club, as featured in 

Fly Fishing and Fly 

Tying April 2007, 

written by John Pass 

and soon to appear in 

Total Flyfishing, 

alongside Crosswood 

written by Cliff 

Waters, featuring 

John Pass & Fen 

Howiesonò 

CAC Junior Outing 2009 

 

Hosted by Paul Bu-

chanan. 

Crosswood Outing 2009 

http://www.fishalmond.co.uk
http://www.fishalmond.co.uk/cac
http://www.fishalmond.co.uk/cac


The season is now in full flow, 

with several outings and one 

competition under our belt.  The 

2010 River Champion is Millar H 

Laing (6 fish), with Alison Baker 
(4 fish) picking up second spot.  

As usual the outing was hosted on 

the clubôs water on the River 

Almond. 

We held the Junior Outing at 

Allandale Tarn on the 27th June, 

with plenty of prizes and gifts for 

the kids.  Once again weôll had 
Paul Buchanan on hand to help 

with casting practise as well as 

loads of the Committee.  This is 

always a popular event and was 

fully booked very quickly again 

this year. 

We still have 3 outings remain-

ing;- 

Crosswood Reservoir (Evening 

Session) on the 17th July, fishing 

from 16:30ð22:30, with a BBQ 

beforehand.  Boat and Bank fish-
ing for Trout, Bank Rod £15.00 

and a Boat Rod for £17.00. 

Crosswood ReservoirðTam Kerr 

TrophyðCAC Stillwater Compe-

tition on the 25th September, 

fishing from 09:00ð17:00.  Boat 

and Bank fishing for Trout, Bank 

Rod £17.00 and a Boat Rod for 
£19.00. (International Rules ap-

ply) 

If you havenôt fished a CAC 

competition before, the truth is 

itôs really just an excuse for a 

good day out, nothing is taken to 

seriously and at the end of the 

day the winner receives the tro-

phy at the Clubôs AGM later in 

the year. 

The final outing is the River 
Earn, Lower Aberuthven beat, 

where we have 6 rods for the day 

at a cost of £27.00 per angler.  

To book any of these outings or 

for further information then 

please contact Scott Henderson 

on scott@fishcrosswood.co.uk or 

telephone on 07917-794963 

from 2009 there is a reduction 

of £5.00 for both current mem-

bers and new members who 

join prior to the 1st March.   

Concessions remain at £10.00 

and Juniors at £10.00 also. 

There were a couple of admini-

stration changes last year, so 

hopefully youôve received your 

Rules and Regulations, Beat 

Season Ticket sales have again 

been excellent, with member-

ship sitting at 211. 

The plan once again is to have 

the 2011 Season Tickets avail-

able at the AGM this year, so 

join early for 2011. The mem-

bership rate will remain the 

same, £30.00 for Adults as 

agreed at the 2007 AGM and 

Maps, Catch Return etc  If not 

please contact;-  

treasurer@fishalmond.co.uk.  

Fen Howieson, 4 Hillhouse 

Wynd, Kirknewton, West Lo-

thian EH27 8BU 

Outings Secretaryõs Report 

Treasurerõs Report 

Sub Management Group Update 

Plan (FMP), but that doesnôt 

mean things have been put 

on ice.   

 

Work is progressing with the 

weirs and a comprehensive 

report has been produced 

covering the major obstacles 

to fish migration within the 

catchment and is available 

from the RFFT website 

(www.fishforth.co.uk/

rfft ).  The Group and Club 

have adopted the Districts 

ñcatch and releaseò recom-

mendations and it is hoped 

that reduced exploitation can 

only benefit our stocks.   

 

The next major step within 

the FMP is to survey the 

catchment, with a view to 

documenting the invasive 

species and any further ob-

structions or issues, this is 

due to commence at the start 

During 2009 the ñRiver Al-

mond 5 Year Fisheries Man-

agement Planò was pro-

duced and under guidance 

from the River Forth Fisher-

ies Trust (RFFT) a Sub 

Management Group has 

been formed, incorporating 

members from CAC, WLC, 

SEPA, SNH and other inter-

ested parties.  The Group are 

in the process of signing off 

the Fisheries Management 
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Pete Hill checking the Kick 

Sample. 

The tell tale signs of 

running fish! 
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of July.   

 

If you would like to get in-

volved then please contact 

treasurer@howieson.com 

CAC Junior Event 2010 

at Allandale Tarn 

mailto:scott@fishcrosswood.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@fishalmond.co.uk
http://www.fishforth.co.uk/rfft/
http://www.fishforth.co.uk/rfft/
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